
ST. JOSEPH’S 
SCHOOL

KEREN, ERITREA

ABOUT THE SCHOOL 
St. Joseph’s School is located in the town of Keren, 91 kilometers northwest of Asmara, the capital of Eritrea. It has educated 
thousands of young men and women since it was founded on October 19, 1949, under the leadership of Brother Adriano 
Celentano, FSC, an Italian missionary. The school opened with 150 elementary school students, two Brothers, and two lay 
teachers. It expanded to a junior high school in 1962 and added the secondary level in 1993. Students at St. Joseph’s continue 
to excel despite challenges brought on by drought, unemployment and years of war and political upheaval. St. Joseph’s School 
stands apart from public schools in Eritrea because of the quality education it provides in a country where educational 
opportunities are becoming more difficult to access. Due to space, it is only able to enroll one third of students who apply. 
St. Joseph’s is the only school that offers quality, holistic education, including moral education, physical education and other 
important values. The school welcomes students of all economic, social and religious backgrounds. “At the end of the day, all 
of the unique characteristics add to the beauty of the school,” said Brother Awate Fiseha, FSC, principal.

ABOUT THE STUDENTS AND TEACHERS
St. Joseph’s School educates more than 1,700 students in grades one through 11. While many students in Eritrea drop out 
of school and leave the country, students at St. Joseph’s generally finish their education. Ninety percent of students’ families 
are very poor. They are generally pastoral farmers, a few fishers, and about 10 percent are small business owners. St. Joseph’s 
School has approximately 70 teachers and staff, including five Brothers. The average education level of the teachers depends 
on the level that they teach. Elementary teachers are required to have a teacher training certificate, junior teachers are 
required to have a diploma-level certificate, and high school teachers must have a bachelor’s degree. 

A TYPICAL DAY AT SCHOOL 
Days are busy at St. Joseph’s School with the schedule starting at 7:30 
a.m. and continuing until almost 6:00 p.m. Forty-minute classes that 
take place in its 28 classrooms start at 7:30 a.m. and continue in seven 
periods until 1:00 p.m. After a lunch break, most students return for 
study sessions in the library, peer education, and discussions from 
3:00-6:00 p.m. Various sporting competitions also take place during 
that time. Students in grades eight and 11 who are preparing for the 
national exams have formal revision classes from 4:00-6:00 p.m. Most 
students go home after 6:00 p.m., except for those who want to use 
the library, which is open until 9:30 p.m. In addition to the academics 
and sports, the school has spiritual groups, including Lasallian Youth. 
It also offers activities like book club and culture club, which include 
drama composing and staging, singing and dancing, writing and 
reciting short stories and poetry, and more. 



USE OF TWINNING DONATIONS AND URGENT NEEDS 
St. Joseph’s School has used twinning donations from schools in the Lasallian Region of North America (RELAN) to provide 
scholarships to students, improve facilities, buy resources for the library and computer lab, take steps to empower girls, and 
introduce new methods of teaching. The school plans to use future twinning donations to continue to provide scholarships 
for students in need and to try to address some needs around the school, including buying updated library books and adding 
more computers. Students are only able to use computers once or twice a week because the school does not have enough for 
more frequent use. Other needs include purchasing new chemicals for the laboratory, buying sports equipment, guaranteeing 
a continuous water supply, buying gas for the generator in the library, and providing professional development for staff 
members. Despite the needs, Brother Awate remains positive. “We don’t want to focus on our challenges,” said Brother 
Awate. “We believe in our determination, in our wise usage of whatever resources we have.”

BROTHER AWATE’S MESSAGE TO RELAN SCHOOLS 
“Our school definitely strives in producing the most desired citizens, especially in 
transforming the lives of our young boys and girls. The school definitely is one of 
the better schools, not because we have so much, but it’s because we are loved so 
much by some other people. It is good that we mention, we are very much aware 
that our brothers and sisters, our twinned students and their teachers and Brothers, 
somewhere else on the planet, they think of us, they care for us. We mention 
that our school is somehow well-equipped, relatively as we compare it with other 
schools … All this is because some people are paying the sacrifice. But we assure 
them that all their efforts will pay hundreds-fold because they are assisting these 
young people. It’s just like investing, and tomorrow, the transformed lives of 
these young, beautiful boys and girls definitely will make proud anyone who has 
contributed to the education of these people.”

CONTACT ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL 
Principal: Brother Awate Fiseha, FSC
Email: awefish06@yahoo.com
Mail: P. O. Box 13   
         Keren, Eritrea 
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RELAN TWINNED SCHOOLS

• Bishop Kelley High School  
Tulsa, Oklahoma  

• De La Salle Institute  
Chicago, Illinois  

• Martin De Porres School  
Springfield Gardens, New York  

• St. Michael’s High School 
Santa Fe, New Mexico  

• Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory 
San Francisco, California 

• Totino-Grace High School  
Fridley, Minnesota


