
 
 
 

 

 

August 18, 2014 

Dear Colleagues, 

We write today with an update and an invitation regarding the 8th Annual International Lasallian Days for Peace.  As 

many of you heard in June, the International Lasallian Days for Peace (ILDP) will run from September 21st (the United 

Nation’s Sanctioned International Day of Peace) through October 21st and is the initiative of the International Council of 

Young Lasallians.  This year’s theme is Breaking the Cycle of Poverty to Build Peace.  The International Council of Young 

Lasallians (ICYL) is inviting Lasallian ministries around the world to engage with this theme by focusing on food 

inequality, hunger awareness, and poverty.  The ILDP serves as a wonderful opportunity to network, celebrate our 

Global Lasallian Family, and educate our young people about important Social Justice Initiatives.  The International 

Council of Young Lasallians also invites us to focus on the needs of our local realities. 

Many of you have followed the current humanitarian crisis surrounding migrant women and children, and 

unaccompanied minors coming to the United States from Central America.  Church leaders from Pope Francis to the 

USCCB have called for support and action around this issue.  As Bishop Mark J. Seitz of El Paso said, “A willingness to give 

of ourselves for the sake of the most vulnerable is the measure by which we will be measured according to the one who 

said, "I was a stranger and you welcomed me." (Matt. 25:35)  Jesus also told us: “Whoever receives a child such as this in 

my name receives me.” (Matt. 18:5). 

To this end, we would like to invite the ministries of the District of San Francisco New Orleans to use the month long 

International Lasallian Days for Peace to educate, join in prayer, and mobilize with action around the topic of 

immigration, specifically that of migrant mothers and children, and unaccompanied minors.  We feel that our District’s 

close proximity to the US-Mexico border compels us to see this “sign of the times” and focus the ILDP on this issue.  

Brother Chris Patiño and his colleagues in Tucson, including Alma Mejia-Garcia, founder of the El Otro Lado Program at 

San Miguel High School, have made inroads in understanding the needs and services provided by area non-profits.   

In the coming weeks, Young Lasallians in the District will be providing ministries with a number of resources including 

print and video materials, prayer invitations, as well as web-based tools to be used by schools.  We will also be following 

up with a District-wide fundraising initiative during the ILDP for those schools able to participate.  Resources will be 

shared with Campus Ministers, Student Activity Directors, and/or Student Life Teams.  We encourage you to empower 

your Young Lasallian student leaders who attended Lasallian Student Leaders this summer to become actively engaged 

and take leadership roles during the International Lasallian Days for Peace. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this invitation.  Please direct any questions or concerns regarding ILDP to 

Heather Ruple, hruple@dlsi.org.   

Live Jesus in our Hearts! 
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