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BREAKOUT SESSION DESCRIPTIONS 
 

 

Target Audience of each session: A = All, E = Elementary, M = Middle School, YFS = Youth and Family 

Services, H = High School, C = College/University  

 

Breakout Session I: Tuesday, November 21, 10:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. 
 

Entertaining Angels Unawares: Hospitality as Ministry (A) 
 

Lisa Salazar, M.A., CCEP, Senior Event Coordinator, Lewis University, Romeoville, IL 

 

Participants attending this breakout session will more fully understand the concept of “Hospitality as 

Ministry,” discuss and share ways to incorporate new opportunities for expressions of hospitality in 

their institutions, and recognize and identify three ways they can/do incorporate “Hospitality as 

Ministry” in their institutions. 

 

 

Supporting College Faculty with Resources to Share the Lasallian Mission (C) 
 

Dr. Joyce Hayward, Professor, Lewis University, Romeoville, IL 

Dr. Pamela Jessee, Dean, College of Education, Lewis Univeristy, Romeoville, IL 

 

This session will focus on the efforts of a committee of faculty and staff in Lewis University’s College of 

Education to develop a print and technology resource of readings and prayers to support the teaching 

of faculty and adjunct faculty. The intent of the project was to develop a resource that would readily 

be used by the variety of faculty members who work in the College of Education, who represent 

different faith backgrounds and different comfort levels in ministering to the growth of student faith. 

The materials encourage all faculty members to minister to the faith needs of students while 

providing the content of their courses.  

 

 

A Lasallian Residential Learning Community: Living Faith, Service and 

Community (H, C) 
 

Brother Robert Kinzler, FSC, Director of University Ministry and Service, La Salle University, 

Philadelphia, PA 

Brother John Kane, FSC, Ed.D, President, Calvert Hall College High School, Baltimore, MD 

 

Residential Learning Communities are a common first-year initiative on university campuses. For the 

past seven years, freshmen and sophomores at La Salle University have lived in an intentional 

community built around the values of faith, service and community. Pre and post testing, using the 

Schwartz Value Scale, among other instruments, indicate that these students are more likely to be 

engaged in service because they believe it is their responsibility as human beings. Participants 

attending this breakout session will understand the nature and purpose of learning communities on 

campuses of higher education, explore the intersection of faith, service and community in the lives of 

students ages 19-20 at a Lasallian university, be exposed to one model of Lasallian formation for 

college level students, share their own experiences of Lasallian formation with students in Lasallian 
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higher education, and explore a method of helping higher education students explore their 

responsibilities for faithful citizenship. 

 

 

Helping Young Women and Men Develop Their Spirituality (M, H) 
 

Mary Joy Zawislak, Theology Teacher, DeLaSalle High School, Minneapolis, MN 

Mike Shimek, Religion Teacher, Totino-Grace High School, Fridley, MN 

 

Mary Joy Zawislak and Mike Shimek bring passion and energy to the materials they have developed, 

published and implemented in the classroom which help high school students recognize the essence 

of spirituality, develop their spirituality, and claim the uniqueness of doing so on their journey to 

become men and women grounded in the Gospel message and Lasallian tradition. Participants 

attending this breakout session will learn how to define and recognize ways for students to develop 

their spirituality, which will enhance students’ self-worth as they relate to others and God. 

Participants will also learn how to teach students to distinguish between spirituality and religion and 

help them to find value in how the two complement each other. 

 

 

Pope Francis and Lasallian Leadership: Reflections on Gratitude and 

Community (A) 
 

Dr. Mike Daniels, President/CEO, De Marillac Academy, San Francisco, CA 

 

Pope Francis has transformed leadership on a global scale. Communities around the world have 

appreciated his humble faith leadership. Participants attending this breakout session will understand 

key themes of Pope Francis’ “The Joy of the Gospel,” reflect upon how Pope Francis’ leadership 

applies to their current roles in their local ministries, discuss the joys, rewards, and challenges of their 

experience as Lasallian educators, and identify their community resources and support systems that 

sustain them in their growth as Lasallian educators. 

 

 

Faith-Based Meditation: Standing on Common Ground (A) 
 

Connie Fourre, Wellness Coordinator (retired June 2014), Benilde-St. Margaret's School, St. Louis Park, 

MN 

 

The Lasallian tradition is rooted in prayerful discernment of God’s call. Our students need to learn 

spiritual practices that will guide their hearts and minds today and far into the future. Our Lasallian 

institutions need adults who consistently and deliberately practice getting ourselves out of the way so 

we can listen to God’s guidance in our personal and institutional decision-making. Participants 

attending this breakout session will learn about documented positive effects of meditation, a 

framework and language for an inclusive faith-based meditation practice appropriate to Lasallian 

institutions, and methods of quieting the mind and focusing on core themes. They will also experience 

a 15-minute guided meditation. 
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The Ministry of Presence: A Lasallian Tradition (A) 
 

Brother Edward Hofmann, FSC, Assistant Director of Undergraduate Admission, La Salle University, 

Philadelphia, PA 

 

Lasallian education purports to involve the whole individual and to be conscious of each student as a 

unique creation and an expression of God’s love. With these, among others, as our foundation 

principles, we venture to help students develop physically, intellectually, socially, creatively, 

emotionally and spiritually – a tough task for us as humble classroom teachers or task-oriented 

institutional administrators. This session plans to reawaken, among veteran Lasallians, an appreciation 

of the traditional practice of “just being there” as a tool to help develop our students' social and 

emotional growth; to present to new Lasallians an almost lost institutional practice of mentoring 

beyond the classroom, i.e. “moderatorships;” and increase, in faculty and staff, presence at school 

events across the board from the first day of orientation to the walk at commencement. 

 

 

Touching Their Hearts: An Educational Toolkit for Teens (M, H C, YFS) 
 

Sylvain Beauregard, General Director, Centre Notre-Dame de la Rouge, Québec, Canada 

Sylvie Courtemanche, Counselor, Centre Notre-Dame de la Rouge, Québec, Canada 

 

Participants attending this breakout session will learn about the educational kit Touching Their Hearts! 

designed by the staff at Centre Notre-Dame de la Rouge. Presenters will summarize this cultural and 

spiritual reality of young people in five points. They will then summarize the teaching technique they 

apply and lead participants in an activity to demonstrate their approach. 

 

 

Breakout Session II: Friday, November 21, 1:30 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. 
 

What's the Word on the Quad? Campus Ministers in Higher Ed (C) 
 

Lois Harr, Director of Campus Ministry & Social Action, Manhattan College, Riverdale, NY 

 

The last time a group of campus ministers from the Lasallian Region of North America met was in the 

early 2000s – in Cuernavaca, Mexico. This session wll be a time and space for Lasallian campus 

ministers to share information, experiences and best practices about students entrusted to our care, 

our Lasallian journeys and network. Excellent collaborations will emerge from a not-too-highly 

structured conversation. The intended outcome is to further a sense of association. 

 

 

Framework and Common Core: Forrest Gump Meets Mr. Spock (H) 
 

Chuck Zannetti, Religious Studies Department Chair, Christian Brothers High School, Sacramento, CA 

 

Today’s high school religious education classroom finds itself situated at the intersection of the 

Bishops’ Framework and the Common Core standards. Participants attending this breakout session 

will recognize the compatibility of Bishops’ Framework and college prep academic rigor. Participants 

will acquire a working knowledge of the applicability of Understanding by Design and Rigor, Relevance 

and Relationship educational models and how to use them to plan high school religious studies 

curriculum. 
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Apostles not Consumers: Rethinking Student and Young Adult Evangelization 

(H, C, YFS) 
 

Dr. Kevin Ahern, Assistant Professor, Religious Studies, Manhattan College, Riverdale, NY 

 

In his recent apostolic exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium, Pope Francis highlights the importance of 

forming young people to be leaders in the task of evangelization. This vision is at the heart of the 

Lasallian approach to young adult ministry. The task of forming young Christians to be active agents in 

the Church’s mission, however, is not easy given the cultural forces of consumerism and individualism. 

Participants attending this breakout session will develop a deeper understanding of the Lasallian 

mission in the context of the Church’s mission, greater reflection on the holistic dimension of 

evangelization in light of Pope Francis’ Evangelii Gaudium, and gain a deeper appreciation for the role 

of students and young adults as apostles. The session will conclude with outlining some concrete 

steps to help Lasallian institutions to respond to the reality of young adults today. 
 

 

“If you must, use words:” Using Photo Images in Evangelization (A) 
 

Brother Michael G. French, Special Projects, Midwest District, Chicago, IL 

 

St. Francis supposedly said: “Preach the Gospel always, and if you must, use words.” One way to do 

that is through the use of photo images. Traditional text-driven approaches to evangelization are 

often not sufficient to help people make the connection between their lives and the teachings of 

Jesus. Photo images engage us at a deeper level; they evoke connections, touch our hearts and bring 

to mind powerful memories. This breakout session will explore how we might connect life and faith 

through the use of photo images. Participants attending this breakout session will practice using 

photo images in a variety of evangelizing situations, brainstorm how to use photo images for their 

own ministries, discover online resources for photo images, and receive information on fair trade use 

of photo images. 

 

 

A Place of Belonging: Creating a Safe Space for Students (E, M, YFS) 
 

Michelle Batista, Interim Dean for Student Life, De Marillac Academy, San Francisco, CA 

 

The well-being of our students is our first priority. They are entrusted to our care so we can teach 

them how to be whole people blending social, emotional, intellectual and spiritual learning. This 

breakout session will teach participants how a weekly 30-minute class meeting can begin to shift the 

climate of your classroom. This proactive programming can increase student awareness of their 

classmates, build respect and a sense of trust, and create a positive tone. This will decrease 

disciplinary issues and emotional outbursts as teachers build stronger relationships with students, as 

well as between students. Class meetings will teach students to be more supportive of each other and 

troubleshoot to find solutions to the problems they face. Participants will learn how to create and 

facilitate a class meeting, participate in a mock class meeting and see how this general structure can 

apply to families as well. 
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A Lasallian’s Perspective: Promoting Positive Discipline (A) 
 

Vincent Massey, Dean of Students/Director of Safety and Security, Mullen High School, Denver, CO 

 

This presentation will focus on building relationships, in the tradition of St. John Baptist de La Salle, in 

an effort to promote positive discipline. The Five Core Principles will be examined as a framework for 

creating a school culture where students are called to be accountable for their behavior and where 

growth in terms of self-discipline is experienced by all. The presentation will provide real life scenarios 

of building long lasting relationships with students, faculty and parents. We will examine selected 

characteristics of the 12 Virtues of a Lasallian Educator as an effort to identify specific qualities that 

will aid in the discipline process. Appropriate metrics will be presented to illustrate areas of success 

and areas for improvement in the school community. 

 

Lenten Small Groups: A Faith Sharing Program (A) 
 

Marc Parisi, Director of Communications and Marketing, Calvert Hall College High School, Baltimore, 

MD 

 

Lenten small groups were designed as a way for students to share faith together and to build fellowship 

while enjoying a free breakfast. The groups have become a staple of Calvert Hall with more than 350 

students and faculty participating each year in a five-week program before school. Themes have 

included, “Wanted,” “Be the Light,” “Everyone Thirsts: One Satisfies,” “Faith Questions” and more. This 

presentation will give you some ideas, themes, practical directions and other tips for beginning a 

similar faith-sharing adventure with your school. We will discuss what has worked and not worked with 

our program, how to get peer leaders involved, how to solicit faculty help and how to get the ball 

rolling. 

 

 

Religious Education with a Religiously Diversifying Student Population: 

Catechesis, Evangelization or What? (A) 
 

Dr. Michael Richards, Director of School Support, San Miguel High School, Tucson, AZ 

 

Lasallian high schools in the United States have always been important centers of religious education 

in many aspects, but the increasing religious diversification of our student populations calls the shape 

of this education into question. While some might suggest that the age of “unchurched” Catholics 

calls us to renew a more catechetical approach, others question what opportunities the increasing 

presence of other religious have to offer us. How can we navigate such religious diversity to construct 

an approach to religious education that is both authentically Catholic and engages every student in 

meaningful learning? This session will present a conceptual framework for thinking about and 

discussing religious education practices vis-a-vis student religious diversity and will engage 

participants in a discussion about some practical implications for their ministries. 
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Breakout Session III: Friday, November 21, 3:15 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 

Whose Job is it Anyway? Bringing the Mission to Life (A) 
 

Margaret Naughton, Campus Minister, La Salle Academy, Providence, RI 

Jolleen Wagner, Director, Lasallian Volunteers, Washington, DC 

 

Presenters will facilitate a conversation and offer suggestions and examples around the following 

essential questions: How can all teachers and staff (from the president to the first-year educator; from 

the director of development to the office employees; from the coach to the contracted worker) be 

pastoral leaders and evangelize? Should they be? What are the roles of invitation, word and witness in 

expressing the mission and ensuring students, clients and colleagues have tangible access to the 

mission and charism? 

 

 

Faith, Service and Community: Integral Bridges to Social Justice (H, C) 
 

Edward J. Fitzpatrick, Assistant Director, Compliance and Training, University Ministry and Service, La 

Salle University, Philadelphia, PA 

Amy Czulada, Community Service Coordinator, La Salle University, Philadelphia, PA 

 

Have you ever had a student ask what the point of service is or why we serve in certain places? This 

presentation attempts to answer these simple questions from a Lasallian perspective using the La 

Salle University FOCUS (Fellowship of Community and University Service) program as an example. 

FOCUS is a student organization consisting of about 25 active student groups that perform service at 

local, domestic and global levels. Through these programs, students live out their faiths regardless of 

whether or not they would define these actions as such. Participants in this session will leave better 

equipped to tackle the more difficult questions that students present, cultivate a culture of faith, 

service and community on their respective campuses, walk with students on their faith journeys, and 

work intentionally toward social justice. 

 

 

Service Immersion Experiences on a Budget (A) 
 

Nancy L. Benoit, Campus Minister, Saint Raphael Academy, Pawtucket, RI 

Kristen Murphy, Teacher, Saint Raphael Academy, Pawtucket, RI 

 

Presenters will speak about how they have been able to implement low-cost service immersion weeks 

and inform participants about how they have partnered with other Lasallian ministries to bring this to 

fruition. Although their students do not have the resources to go on service trips to far away places, 

they are eager to do service and be immersed in a “week away.” This session will help participants 

plan and implement service immersion weeks or trips that are low cost. The session will also explore 

ways to create an immersion experience in one’s local community, strengthen community/school 

connections, and capitalize on coordination with local Lasallian ministries. 
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Touching Hearts: Key to Evangelizing Today’s Young People (M, H, C) 
 

Marianne Stich, Director of Campus Ministry/Lasallian Animator, Bishop Kelley High School, Tulsa, OK 

 

This session springs from the concern that many Catholic young people do not continue to practice 

their faith past high school. While this is nothing new, this particular generation is tending to stay 

away once they have left. The questions for Lasallian educators must be: why? and what can we do? 

As Lasallian educators, we are called to creative fidelity by the writing of the Founder to meet these 

new needs before us. With a generation that learns via experience, that distrusts institutions, and that 

works best in cooperative groups, traditional catechetical methods will not suffice. This breakout 

session will teach participants to use research to identify the needs of contemporary students, explore 

successful programs to share the message of Jesus Christ with young people from both Catholic and 

Protestant traditions, allow participants to explore how successful strategies are currently being used 

or might be used in their own ministry, and provide concrete program ideas and resources to help 

make evangelization more personal and relational. 

 

 

CASA: Connecting Adults and Students to Achieve (and Believe!) (A) 
 

Lou Anne M. Tighe, Vice President for Mission, Cretin-Derham Hall, St. Paul, MN 

Peter M. Gleich, Campus Minister/Religion Teacher, Cretin-Derham Hall, St. Paul, MN 

 

St. John Baptist de La Salle served “the least, the lost, and the last.” At Cretin-Derham Hall, we realized 

that every student would benefit from a connection to a smaller group. Because faith is nurtured 

through relationships, the CASA (Connecting Adults and Students to Achieve) program was 

implemented in fall 2013. With eight “houses” and 16 “families” in each house, every student and 

employee belongs to a “family” and meets weekly. This session will introduce participants to CASA as 

one way to build small “family” groups within the school, provide information about how ALL faculty 

and staff who participate in CASA families (including all administrators, development and secretarial 

staff as well as maintenance) become “pastoral ministers” through their accompaniment with 

students and offer “big vision” AND practical applications to enhance the school’s liturgical life 

through integrating personal connections with each other to the broader view of Church as “the Body 

of Christ.” 

 

 

Lasallian Spirituality: An Invitation to Cultivate the Divine Spark (A) 
 

Maryann Donohue-Lynch, Associate Executive Director for Mission and Ministry, District of Eastern 

North America, Eatontown, NJ 

 

The Founder, St. John Baptist de La Salle, reminds us that we live in the holy presence of God. Today, 

we are called to be evangelizers of the Gospel message of Jesus Christ in our daily work. This breakout 

session will explore how continuing to cultivate and deepen our personal relationship with God 

provides the framework by which we enter into our lived experience of the Lasallian charism and 

mission. Special attention will be given to the documents from the International Mission Assembly 

and General Chapter regarding evangelization, pastoral ministry and the interfaith dimension of our 

global Lasallian mission. 
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Lasallian Culture of Vocation: “...Your One Wild and Precious Life” (A) 
 

Heather Malia Ruple, Director, Young Lasallians, De La Salle Institute, Napa, CA 

Brother Timothy Coldwell, FSC, General Councilor, Lasallian Region of North America (RELAN), 

Washington, DC 

 

“The entire people of God has the responsibility for awakening, discerning and developing vocations 

in the Church.” (Current Rule of the Brothers of the Christian Schools, article 83). All Lasallians have a 

responsibility to help our students and clients discover where God is calling them – to discover their 

vocation. From the context of shared mission, participants will understand the gift of Lasallian 

vocation, Brother and Partner, in the Lasallian family today. Participants will reflect on their own 

vocational journey as a Lasallian educator, understand the definition of a “culture of vocation” 

(including a culture of prayer, discernment, and accompaniment, and how a culture of vocations is a 

vital component of the pastoral care of our young people), and learn best practices in vocation 

ministry to use in their ministries to build a culture of vocation. 

 

 

Accompaniment and Kinship: Fostering Mission Spirituality in Young People (M, 

H, YFS) 
 

Ted Miles, Relationship Manager, Youth and Education, Catholic Relief Services, Baltimore, MD   

 

Pope Francis’ document on evangelization, Evangelii Gaudium, emphasizes the option for the poor and 

solidarity as key components of mission outreach. The Holy Father suggests that in mission we must 

move beyond simply providing “welfare projects” and focus on real relationships and walking with the 

members of our global family who are poor and vulnerable. Participants attending this breakout 

session will explore the idea of accompaniment and kinship as the basis for strong and transformative 

short-term mission, explore effective tools for achieving a quality short-term mission program, and how 

to integrate mission and solidarity across the life of our educational communities. The presenter will 

break open these themes and offer the chance for all to share challenges, ideas and best practices in an 

effort to create a “toolkit” for short-term mission. 


