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BREAKOUT SESSION DESCRIPTIONS 
 

Your selections will be used to determine interest in each session. Popular sessions may be repeated, while sessions with 
little interest may be dropped from the program. The final schedule will be posted on the Christian Brothers Conference 
website before the conference. 
 

Target Audience of each session: A = All, E = Elementary, M = Middle School, YFS = Youth and Family Services, H = High 
School, C = College  
 

4Cs = Critical thinking, Communication, Collaboration, and Creativity 
 
1. Living the Lasallian Education Brand (A) 

Dr. Kurt Schackmuth, Vice President for Mission & Academic Services, Lewis University; Romeoville, IL 
Kate LaBrake, Director, Marketing Communications, St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute; Buffalo, NY 

 

Educators will leave this session with a better understanding of innovative ways in which they can implement the 
Lasallian Education Brand in their ministries to display how they live the Lasallian mission, to promote their 
institution, and to link it to Lasallian ministries throughout the Region. They will learn how to access existing 
implementation resources and what new resources will become available in the months ahead. The session is also a 
chance for Lasallians to share best practices and learn from each other. 
 

2. Our Lasallian Culture of Care (A) 
Bro. Philip Rofrano, FSC, LCSW, Executive Director, Martin de Porres Group Homes; Springfield Gardens, NY 
James Larkins, M.A., Program Services Director, Martin de Porres Group Homes; Springfield Gardens, NY 

 

This session will emphasize and demonstrate the broader perspective of Lasallian education “beyond the classroom 
and beyond academic curriculum.” Presented in the context of our historical Lasallian heritage, this presentation will 
focus on specific relationships and practices of the educator and care giver to make each of the foundational 
elements a reality in the lives of the young people entrusted to us. In addition, the session will examine who the 
educator and care giver need to be to effectively reach and respond to the complex and challenging needs of the 
youth being served. 
 

3. Transforming Research through Technology (H & C) 
Bro. Gerard Molyneaux, FSC, Ph.D., Professor and Internship Coordinator, Communication Department, La Salle 
University; Philadelphia, PA 
Nicholas Gogno, Instructional Designer, La Salle University; Philadelphia, PA 
 

This session will demonstrate how technology tools have contributed to the evolution of academic research from a 
mainly individually-driven pursuit to a collaborative, media-enhanced process. Using a research project focused on 
the formation of the Peace Corps as an example, this presentation will show the new opportunities available to 
students, researchers, instructional designers, and librarians through technological innovations including media 
tools like Prezi, Flickr, YouTube, and Photoshop. In addition, the session will demonstrate the broad opportunities 
for sharing with institutional and global audiences through open access online research repositories like Digital 
Commons. 

 

http://www.lasallian.info/template/page.cfm?id=235
http://www.lasallian.info/template/page.cfm?id=235
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4. "Doing History"  The Local History Project (H & C) 
Gerald A. Miller, Jr., Social Studies Department Chair, La Salle College High School; Wyndmoor, PA 

 
A key component to “The Local History Project” is experiential learning. By examining this key component, 
participants will learn to appreciate its value. The presenter will demonstrate ways that students can collaborate to 
produce real, original research, and thereby produce creative presentations. Participants will walk away with 
multiple examples from this time-tested project that are applicable to any locale. 
 

5. How We Grade, Why We Grade: Problems & Promise (M & H) 
Dr. Peter Imperial, Principal, Saint Mary's College High School; Berkeley, CA 

 
Attendees will learn the current practices in grading and educational measurement employed by Catholic high 
school teachers. They will learn what practices experts in educational measurement and grading recommend that 
secondary school educators utilize. They will also recognize the extent to which Catholic high school teachers are 
aligned with best practices in grading. Futhermore, attendees will be able to recognize the problems that commonly 
used practices create when engaging and motivating students, particularly students often described as struggling or 
"at-risk." 
 

6. Immigrant America: Demographic Changes and the Challenge to Lasallian Institutions (A) 
Dr. Charles A. Gallagher, Professor of Sociology, Chair of Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice, La Salle 
University; Philadelphia, PA 

 
This session will examine the demographics of new immigrants and the particular obstacles and challenges these 
groups face in accessing schools and jobs. Greater knowledge of new groups, identification of their needs, and how 
Lasallian institutions can assist in their adjustment to the U.S. will also be explored. 
 

7. Fostering Understanding: A Path to the 4Cs (A) 
Maria Andrade Johnson, Religion Teacher and Department Chair, Santa Margarita Catholic High School; Ranco Santa 
Margarita, CA 
 
The 4Cs are at the heart of student-centered learning and, therefore, very aligned with the Gospel portrait of Jesus 
as teacher. In this session, participants will examine these pedagogical principles, utilizing an Understanding by 
Design (UbD) framework to explore unit design and strategies for integrating this pedagogy within the UbD 
framework. Participants will learn tools for designing authentic problem-based learning in which learners use higher-
order thinking and become more self-directed learners. By emphasizing understanding and skills development, UbD 
principles provide learners with various problem-solving options in which desired learning outcomes are acquired 
through in-depth exploration and use. Concrete, take-home examples will be provided. 
 

8. A Framework for Understanding Poverty (A) 
Dr. Ruby K. Payne, Founder, aha! Process, Inc.; Highlands, TX 

 
This workshop explains how economic differences can create “hidden rules” of behavior and mindsets which govern 
how people think and interact in society, presenting challenges to teaching and learning. This session also offers 
practical guidelines for overcoming these educational obstacles. 
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9. Engineering a Better World (H) 
Ann Kaiser, Physics and Engineering Teacher, La Salle Academy; Providence, RI 

 
This session will introduce a method for incorporating Engineering Design into high school science. It will also 
provide real life scenarios to foster the discussion and development of ethical decision making and stewardship in 
engineering solutions for needs and problems. Participants will leave with additional ideas and guidelines for 
engineering design projects focused on 21st century skills and Lasallian pedagogy. 
 

10. A Perspective on  Lasallian Education Today (A) 
Maryann Donohue-Lynch, Associate Executive Director for Mission and Ministry, District of Eastern North America; 
Eatontown, NJ 

 
This session provides an opportunity for reflection upon the vocational call of a Lasallian educator in light of De La 
Salle’s Meditations for the Time of Retreat (1-3). In Saint John Baptist de La Salle's writings he refers to the teacher 
as an “Ambassador of Christ” whose teaching provides the means of salvation for students. How does this translate 
into our Lasallian educational mission today? This interactive session will be a time to reflect and discuss this key 
question with peers. Suggested pre-conference reading: Meditations for the Time of Retreat - Meditations 1-3. 

 
11. Integrating Brief Motivational Interviewing and Lasallian Pedagogy to Reduce At-Risk Student Behaviors (H, C, 

YFS) 
Kate Ward-Gaus, M.S.Ed., Director, Alcohol and Other Drug Education Center, La Salle University; Philadelphia, PA 
 
At the conclusion of this workshop, participants will be able to compare and contrast the theoretical concepts 
imbedded in Brief Motivational Interventions (BMI) with key constructs of Lasallian educational pedagogy. 
Participants will be able to identify the six stages within Change Theory and the five principles of Motivation 
Interviewing. Participants will also be able to discuss the merits of applying BMI strategies within a Lasallian 
educational ministry to assist behavior change by students and increase the probability of their academic and 
personal success, as well as demonstrate an understanding of how to integrate the tenets of BMI with a Lasallian 
perspective.  
 

12. Moving From Traditional to Creative Assessments? Steal These! (E & M) 
Dr. Karen Sorvaag, Associate Professor, School of Education, Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota; Winona, MN 
Dr. Melissa Luedtke, Associate Professor, School of Education, Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota; Winona, MN 

 
This session will present authentic assessment ideas that require creativity and collaboration for math, science, and 
social studies. Descriptions and general rubrics for assessment in these areas will be provided. Participants will also 
have a chance to consider a process to help move traditional assessment models to more authentic assessment 
experiences. 
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13. Depth and Design: (Re)considering Curriculum in the 21st Century (A)  
Patrick Tiernan, Religious Education instructor, Boston College High School; Boston, MA 

 
This presentation will evaluate the approach of Understanding by Design (UbD) in the secondary classroom. At the 
center of this approach is the idea that the end objectives serve as the starting point of any curriculum discussion. By 
beginning with the construction of assessments and essential questions, schools can begin to document the best 
practices of what an authentic student-centered pedagogy entails. 
 

14. 12 Virtues of a Good Teacher (E & M) 
Karen Clements, Teacher, The San Miguel School of Providence; Providence, RI 
 
This breakout session will encourage elementary and middle school educators to reflect upon what it means to be a 
Lasallian educator. Participants will have the opportunity to learn about the history of the 12 Virtues of a Good 
Teacher and to relate this work to our reality of education in the 21st century. Furthermore, participants will share 
ways in which we, as Lasallian educators, exhibit the 12 Virtues of a Good Teacher in our classrooms and school 
communities and determine how to better educate new teachers about what it means to be a Lasallian educator.  
 

15. Best 4Cs Co-curricular Practice: Career Development Programs (H & C)  
Hwa Seong (Christine) Oh, M.A., CDP, Career Counselor, Diversity Coordinator, Saint Mary's College of California; 
Moraga, CA 
Bro. Glenn Bolton, FSC, Ed.D., M.A., M.A.T., M.S., M.Ed., P.P.S., Graduate School Advisor, Pre-Law Advisor, Saint 
Mary's College of California; Moraga, CA 

 
This session will provide examples of the best co-curricular practices and services in career development, using 
collaboration, creativity, critical thinking and communication (the 4Cs). The session will show how the best practices 
could be applicable to other schools or departments. 

 
16. How to Successfully Implement a 1-1 iPad Initiative (A) 

Steven Koniarczyk, Educational Technology Integration Specialist, St. Joseph's Collegiate Institute; Buffalo, NY 
Jeffery D. Hazel, Principal, St. Joseph's Collegiate Institute; Buffalo, NY 

 
In this session, participants will learn how to implement a 1-1 initiative start to “finish” with respect to 
infrastructure, policies, training, and leadership. They will also learn how to effectively integrate educational 
technology into the classroom and understand how this process translates to whole-school improvement. 
 

17. Academic Resource Center (ARC) - A Collaborative Approach to Motivating Struggling Youth 
(E, M, H, YFS) 
Gregg DeMaria, Academic Resource Center Coordinator, La Salle Academy; Providence, RI 
Patrick Kavanagh, Academic Resource Center Teacher, La Salle Academy; Providence, RI 

 

Through the viewing of videos, writings, and pictures, participants will hear directly from students of various social, 
educational, ethnic, and economic backgrounds about the struggles they face and the help they need to overcome 
these hurdles. By listening to stories from the presenters, participants will leave with a blueprint of how the ARC 
provides such a dynamic approach to educating struggling students in and out of the classroom and the key 
educational players that form the collaborative approach. Participants will walk away with a clear map of how to 
integrate a resource program into an existing school hierarchy. 
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18. Lasallian Teaching Self-Evaluation and Formal Observation Tools (E, M, H, C) 
Dr. Roger Peckover, Director of Assessment and the Center for Excellence in Learning and Teaching, Saint Mary’s 
University of Minnesota; Winona, MN 
Dr. Scott Sorvaag, Dean of Education, Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota; Winona, MN 

 

In this session participants will learn how to describe the central tenants that characterize Lasallian pedagogy for 
application in contemporary educational settings. They will also become familiarized with a daily Lasallian 
pedagogical teaching reflective tool for continued teaching development and growth. Lastly, participants will 
examine a formal observation tool administrators might utilize to assess applied Lasallian pedagogy. 
 

19. The Sixth Period: Coaching in a Lasallian School (H & C) 
Jerome "Hank" Hooper, Assistant Athletic Director, Mullen High School; Denver, CO 
Sean Keefe, English Teacher, Co-Sponsor Lasallian Youth and Coaching Formation, Mullen High School; Denver, CO 

 

Attendees of the session will take away a practical and useful blueprint that will enable them to apply Lasallian 
hallmarks to their specific athletic programs. Using the Mullen “Grad at Grad” document and the Five Core Principles 
as guides, the goal is to advance methods with which coaches can identify, fine tune, and structure an athletic 
program in a manner consistent with the mission and charism of their Lasallian school. 

 

20. Learning for Justice: A One Book for Justice Initiative (A) 
Tony Behan, Lead Teacher/Campus Ministry, De La Salle High School; New Orleans, LA 
Janette Ellis, English Teacher, De La Salle High School; New Orleans, LA 
 
This session will explain, through an interactive and dynamic presentation, the importance of learning for Social 
Justice, especially in Lasallian education. The presenters will illustrate how the creation of a school-wide learning 
initiative for Social Justice and awareness has been implemented and grounded in the Five Core Principles of 
Lasallian education. The importance of Social Justice and Catholic Social Teaching will also be addressed. Presenters 
will explore practical ways that the process of implementing (with student leadership in mind) service learning and 
social justice learning throughout the curriculum with the focus of integrating the 4Cs. 
 

21. San Miguel Model of Mentoring (A) 
Carly Myrtle, Mentoring Program Coordinator & Lasallian Volunteer, The San Miguel School of Providence; 
Providence, RI 
Mark Carty, Associate Executive Director, The San Miguel School of Providence; Providence, RI 
 

The session will examine the San Miguel model of mentoring. Participants will be presented with the structure and 
design of a multi-layered mentoring program which at its pedagogical core teaches middle school students how to 
become quality mentors for their peers. This transformative process is developed and enriched through two 
mentoring experiences where middle school students develop relationships with adult mentors and college student 
mentors. 
 

22. Facilitated Discussion for Miguel Model Schools (Miguel Model Only) 
Alan Weyland, Executive Director for Mission and Ministry, District of Eastern North America; Eatontown, NJ 
Maryann Donohue-Lynch, Associate Executive Director for Mission and Ministry, District of Eastern North America; 
Eatontown, NJ 

 
A facilitated discussion to process keynote speakers Jonathan Kozol and Dr. Ruby Payne. This will be followed by 
small group discussions of best pedagogical practices in these areas:  Graduate Support, ELA/Social Studies, 
Administration, Math/Science/Technology, and Student Services. 


