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“COME AND SEE” PROGRAM 

In 1988 then Superior General, Brother John Johnston, formally requested that the then United 
States-Toronto Region adopt the Institute’s East Africa sector and assist the missions there with 
funding and personnel from all nine districts existing at the time.  On December 7, 1989 the 

General Council created the Delegation of East Africa, which included Kenya, Tanzania, and 
Uganda.   

  
These steps inaugurated a new twinning relationship between the United States -Toronto Region 

and the Delegation of East Africa.  Eventually the Delegation would mature into the St. Charles 
Lwanga District comprising the countries of Kenya, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Nigeria and South Africa 

with Brother Dominic Erhmantraut of the Midwest District serving as the first Visitor.  This is the 
power of our global Lasallian network. Like the multiplication of the loaves and fishes, great 
things can happen when we share our resources and venture beyond our borders, whether 
personal or geographical. 
  
An important dynamic for the success of any twinning program, and an international network for 

that matter, is developing, strengthening, and maintaining relationships.  Relationships occur at 
the District/Region level, the school level and the personal level.  The personal level includes 
Partners and Brothers interacting with each other and school-to-school exchanges.  These 

relationships are strengthened and maintained by frequent communication via visits and social 
media.  I am happy to support this “Come and See” Program that will be mutually beneficial for 
all those entrusted to our care. 
 

Twinning Summit 2014 
 

A Twinning Summit, organized by the District of Eastern North America and the Lwanga 
District was held in the early summer of 2014. This successful pilot program hosted seven 
adults from Lasallian ministries throughout DENA, and the San Francisco District. The 
Twinning Summit was intended primarily to develop and deepen our Lasallian association 
for mission and the relationships between ourselves and our Kenyan sisters and br others. 
The two week program included opportunities for participants to share common 
experiences and hopes for twinning, not only with one another from DENA, but with 
Lasallians from the twinned schools themselves. 
 
The experience began with a two day program of enculturation, organized by the Maryknoll 
Institute for African Studies, an affiliate of St. Mary’s University of Minnesota. Hosting the 



event was the Christ the Teacher Institute for Education (CTIE). Central to the experience 
were visits to the Child Discovery Centre, Rongai Agricultural and Technical School, 
Mwangaza College, and St. Mary’s Secondary School / Child Rescue Programme.  

 
 

An Invitation to “Come and See” 
 
“This Twinning Summit was a good opportunity for us to get to know one another, to 
deepen our association with each other but it cannot end here… it would be very good if 
others could come and see as well.” Brother Antone 
 
“It is amazing to be half way around the world, in a very unfamiliar land that is at times as 
confusing and even frightening as it is welcoming and beautiful, and yet find so many familiar 
things in the schools and programs of the Christian Brothers. The young people we’ve met face 
daily living conditions that are beyond my ability to comprehend. They possess incredible 
strength, resilience, gentleness, and durability that frankly, I would not think possible under the 
circumstances. On this trip, I have realized my limited understanding of other cultures and how 
that can easily influence my perceptions. There is so much to learn…and that is exciting.” 
 Mr. Bill Wolff AFSC, Executive Director of the La Salle School, Albany, NY 
 
“The 2015  “Come and See” program is a response to the invitation that arose from the Twinning Summit 
to offer other Lasallians the opportunity to deepen and develop their  association with our fellow 
Lasallians in Kenya and to bring that experience back to enliven their ministry in DENA. The “Come and 
See” offers a way to continue to “go beyond our borders” but not just the “physical borders of nations” but 
the borders of association for the Mission…our Lasallian Mission and to deepen those relationships. 
Maryann Donohue-Lynch 
 

 
Travel, Cost, Inoculations, Safety: 

 
Travel arrangements to Kenya are on your own. Some participants prefer to spend a few days in 
Europe prior to arrival in Kenya to adjust to the time difference. The group will meet at the 

Nairobi airport the evening of Sunday, June 20th.  (We can arrange for a group travel if the 
participants are interested.) 

 
Total Program Cost is $1,000 USD. This includes lodging, meals, all in country transportation, Fee 
for Maryknoll School of African Studies, Nukuru National Park fee, and stipend to the various 

apostolates we will be visiting. 
 

Inoculations: on your own. Check CDC website. Yellow fever is a must. Malaria medication is 
recommended. 

 
Safety: At all times the safety of the delegation will be paramount. The Brothers know the 

situation in Kenya well and the nuances of each sector that we will be visiting. If we need to 
cancel any part of the program at any time we will not hesitate to do so. Please do not hesitate 
to contact Maryann with additional questions. 



 

Registration Information:  To register for the program please contact Maryann Donohue-Lynch 
(donohuelynch@fscdena.org) by March 13th 2015. The program will be limited to 8 participants. 

Maryann will work directly with the participants regarding program preparation and travel 
details. 

 
Tentative Schedule: 
 
Day One Friday, June 19   Evening departure from the United States 
 
Day Two Saturday, June 20  Evening arrival in Nairobi, Kenya 
 
Day Three Sunday, June 21  “Time adjustment” day, visit Provincialate and Novitiate  
 
Day Four Monday, June 22  Maryknoll Institute of African Studies Program 
        
Day Five Tuesday, June 23  Flight to Marsabit.  Tour of area. 
 
Day Six  Wednesday, June 24  Visit Saint Paul’s Secondary School in Marsabit 
 
Day Seven Thursday, June 25  Road trip to Saint Mary’s Nyeri 
 
Day Eight Friday, June 26   Morning visit to Karameno -afternoon Saint Mary’s 
 
Day Nine Saturday, June 27  Depart for Rongai, Vigil Mass in Nakuru 
 
Day Ten  Sunday, June 28  Nakuru National Game Park visit 
 
Day Eleven Monday, June 29  Visit Mwangaza College and Child Discovery Center 
 
Day Twelve Tuesday, June 30  De La Salle Primary School, Niarobi 
 
Day Thirteen  Wednesday, July 1  Debriefing day. Evening departure for United States 
 
Day Fourteen Thursday, July 2  Arrival in United States 
 
 

The “Come and See” program is being organized by the District of Eastern North America Office 
for Mission and Ministry, Ms. Maryann Donohue-Lynch, Associate Executive Director; Bro. 
Dennis Lee, FSC, currently serving in the Lwanga District; and Bro. Antone Oloo, FSC, the Sector 
Coordinator for Kenya 
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