Let us remember we are in the holy presence of God.

When I was asked to participate in VEGA, a gathering for Lasallians, aged 21-35, I was excited. I was looking forward to meeting people my own age from around the Region that work in ministries that are both similar and different than my own. I was looking forward to sharing best practices, stories, and other experiences with my colleagues. To say that my expectations were met is an understatement. The workshops allowed my formation experience to be deepened, the small group activities allowed me to learn about the ministries that are so different from my own. Each one of the presentations fit the theme of the day so perfectly, and each day flowed together so well. I had such a great time learning about and having fun with my colleagues.
The thing that struck me the most about the week was how concrete it made the idea of association. When I looked around the room during our sessions, I was amazed at how diverse our ministries are. There were people like me, from “traditional high schools,” people from our child care agencies, from our mental health and group home facilities, from San Miguel schools, and from the colleges and district offices that are in our Region. Before I came to VEGA, I was well aware of the vastness of the Lasallian world, but I couldn’t really conceptualize what that meant. I had wondered, “How does my work fit into the mission?” After this week, it became clear to me what the Lasallian world really means and where my work fits in. We are all different but we operate under the same charism, the same love for our Founder, our love for Jesus Christ and most of all, our love for the poor. To me, association came alive as I watched Brothers and lay Partners sitting around the table sharing and laughing with each other. It was such a gift to listen to the stories of my colleagues during the week. I was humbled by the work that is done by them every day that is both similar and very different from my own work at La Salle Academy. Despite our different ministries, locations in the Region, and how we came to be Lasallians, our goal is the same: to ease the pain and poverty of the children in our ministries. The pain is different for each demographic we serve, but it is pain nonetheless. Our response to that pain is what binds us together even when geographically we are far apart.      

This week really renewed my zeal for the Mission because of the energy that this gathering generated in my heart. It is my hope that we can sustain the YL movement and add to it by evangelizing others in our generation. The connections will not just help us professionally, but also by linking us with something that has a higher purpose than ourselves. VEGA and the people that I met renewed my passion for teaching and inspiring the young people trusted to my care.  
St. John Baptist De La Salle, pray for us!

Live Jesus in Our Hearts, Forever!
