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Giving glory and honor to almighty God. 

From the voices and faces giving testimony in the video, what do you hear?  What do you see? 

Tomorrow marks the 20th anniversary of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (the CRC), the mother of all human rights treaties regarding persons 18 and younger. It represents a major milestone in the historic effort to achieve a world it for children. 

We join numerous organizations around North America and around the world that are commemorating this occasion. This evening we officially recognize the launch ofour Region’s attempt to respond call of the Institute and the Bice (International Catholic Child Bureau which help draft the CRC) World Appeal for a renewedaction for children’s rights launched in June 2009 in Geneva.  

From Brazil to Finland, we find numerous examples of the Convention’s impact on law and practice. While it has created a new culture for childhood and led to a clearer comprehension of child realities, the global landscape continues showingmillions of children deprived of their dignity and their basic human rights. Too often, children are viewed as objects of assistance, or as beneficiaries of certain rights that they receive as charity. 

Probing the inert response to the CRC, the 43rd General Chapter more than nineyears ago, in May 2000, offered this candid critique: “Although the Convention was recommended by the 42nd General Chapter and again in [Brother Superior’s 1999Pastoral Letter], its contents are little known and understood by Brothers andPartners.” 

Listening to the testimony of the Holy Spirit, the Chapter delegates directed that the protection and promotion of the rights of children be “a major focus of concern”for the Lasallian educational mission. 

Both the International Mission Assembly and the 44th General Chapter, convened in2006 and 2007 respectively, reaffirm the 43rd Chapter’s mandate on the rights of the child. Echoing Brother Alvaro, it a “flagship cause” of our mission.  

Thus, sisters and brothers, I believe we are summoned here. Proverbs inquires of us:who will speak up for those who have no voice? For what and for whom will we stand publicly? 

At this very conference in 2001, Brother John Johnston, FSC, in an address entitled “Jesus Was Indignant…Are We?” observed that few other organizations have our numerical power to take maximum advantage of the possibilities for significant educational service. 

Hence, an enduring challenge for us Lasallians is to actualize—Brother John’s word— our numerical power.  We just heard what our regional numerical power is.. 
To move beyond rhetoric and exert real influence on behalf of children everywhere, we need to be educated, self-critical, and imaginative about what it means to enactlaws and practices that protects the rights of children.  As one theologian puts it, We do not achieve social justice simply by bestowing gifts but by the marginalized developing their own agency. Put another way, children have a right to be protagonist of their own lives. 

Becoming a credible and vocal advocate for children’s rights in a “consistent ethic of life” is an opportunity for us to demonstrate the concern for making the world fit for children. To that end, I offer three points: 

1 Lasallian education must assiduously embrace new ways to provide our students a wider, more critical pedagogy for evangelization and catechesis—learning and formation—in the practice of faith-justice for society. We must balance our strongcommitment to charitable service with justice-oriented action for the common good.Let us remember that justice and freedom is the end, not charity.  Such an educational and catechetical approach imagines a faith-justice education across thecurriculum.  More, an approach that leads students and educators alike to ask questions that are unsettling, unnerving and perhaps unhousing, to wrestle with the structures—John Paul II called them “structures of sin”— that demands charitable service.  

2 The Lasallian community must build a stronger interconnection between our mission and visible advocacy in the public square. This idea, in turn, underscores theneed to enter into active collaborative relationships with other organizations thatshare our goals. 

3  The Lasallian community must strive to create a compelling vision and ethic that unleashes the potential for justice-oriented action our numerical power suggest andthe Institute desires. Advocacy does not often lead to immediate results. Hours are not required, but patience for social change is a prerequisite.  The Lasallian UN Convocation is a visible, concrete witness of that most catholic—small c—ethic and vision. This Convocation seeks to inform, educate and inspire the way we think, the way we judge, the way we decide, and the way act as individuals within community. 

The Planning Team for our Convocation invites you and your school community to dig deep to make this event not merely successful but also significant—that demands participants. The Convocation is the first regional gathering that aims to bring together secondary and undergraduate students plus educators.  This Regionalinitiative aims to integrate the educational, formational, and transformationalaspects of Lasallian evangelization and catechesis 

How is this global Lasallian cause, this Regional Convocation prioritized in your ministry? Even in these economic times, the institutions where we minister stillmake choices. Taking up this cause, this initiative requires choices and imagination.For sure, it is an opportunity to take a prophetic stance of solidarity and action for social change. 

A group of fellow Christians gives this witness: “The way to faith and the way to justice are inseparable ways. It is up this undivided road, this steep road, that thepilgrim Church must travel and toil. Faith and justice are undivided in the Gospel which teaches that 'faith makes its power felt through love.’  They cannot thereforebe divided in our purpose, our action, our life" (GC 32). 

The road we must travel to achieving a culture of action on behalf of the rights of childrenis long, but this cause is the joyful task for us to attend to in our time. 

Inspired by the Gospel values of love, justice, nonviolence, mercy and the livinglegacy of De La Salle and the first Brothers bequeathed to us, we are called to—in the paraphrased words of Dorothy Day, co-founder of the Catholic Worker Movement—change the social order by not simply ministering to the “[enslaved]” but by “doing away with slavery” altogether.  

Envisioning new possibilities for the common good with hope, Cornel Westcounsels: “… the world is incomplete—that history is unfinished, that the future is open-ended, [but] what we think and what we do does make a difference.” 

For those who love mercy and do justice, say Amen. Amen. Amen. 
