There is something very moving about gathering with a group of people who share your passion for the work you are involved in and a work that gives you great joy. While at the Young Lasallians Gathering in Memphis, TN, I found myself even more convinced that the work I do is a special task. Now more than ever, gatherings like Young Lasallians are needed. In the face of economic uncertainty and negative political climates, opportunities to come together to relish in what is positive are essential. I left the gathering with a sense of renewed hope, purpose, and conviction. I had been to similar gatherings before, but I had never had the chance to meet and share with such a specific group of Lasallians who were so much like me. Like me in the sense that they enjoyed working with young people, they enjoyed touching hearts, and they enjoyed being part of the special Mission that is Lasallian, and they were all around my age! It was at Young Lasallians where I felt we could all enjoy what it means to be a part of this special Mission. We heard each other’s stories, shared good experiences and bad ones, and looked forward to the future with eager plans for our individual works.

It never ceases to amaze me how many people have been touched by one man’s choice to do something about 17th century education in France. The fact that it has lasted this long is a testament to the hard work of Brothers and their partners. Furthermore, I believe, it is a sign of God’s providence for this very special Mission. He continues to bless the Lasallian family in many ways. At Young Lasallians one could see how He has blessed the Lasallian family with eager young individuals who are excited about continuing the work of the Founder and working alongside the Brothers.

Lastly, Young Lasallians does very well to ground the next generation of Lasallian leaders. I felt a sense of responsibility and humility when I was asked to be a part of the event. It is truly important to keep reminding those who decide to be a part of the Mission that they are part of a large network. They are part of a long history. They are a part of a rich heritage that brings people of different talents, abilities, and backgrounds together for a common purpose: to touch minds and hearts. There was a common thread that weaved itself through the week. It was made up of faith, service, and community. It is something that weaves its way through our own individual works, but Young Lasallians reminded us that it weaves its way through our region and our world. It is what should always weave through our works. Faith in God and in what we do, service to others, especially the less fortunate, and doing all the above as part of a much larger community that can be found in over 80 countries.  Live Jesus in our hearts!

